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aot commenced until after the idea of a formal installation (or Abhi-
sheka) had been started. And Malhar Ramrao Chitnis's narrative,
although it proceeds on the assumption of the fact as already estab-
lished, rather indicates that Gagabhatta, the great Pandit of Benares,
whose services were put in requisition for the installation ceremonies,
had some considerations of policy put to him before he was persuaded
to join in those ceremonies.** Tlhtey had also to strain a point,
when as a preliminary to the installation, the thread ceremony essen-
tial (of a Kshatriya, was performed on Shivaji at a time when he
was **forty-six or fifty years old" and had already had two sons—an
irregularity, which also was, we are told, expressly assented to by all
the Brahmans and Pandits.0 How the Brahmans and Pandits
worked their way to this decision, none of our authorities states. Fur-
ther, it is remarkable that none of those authorities anywhere men-
tions the performance of the thread ceremony upon any of the mem-
bers of Shivaji's family, except the ones who were, installed on the
gadi,** and then that ceremony is mentioned only in connection
with the installation ceremony.*7 In view of these facts, it may
be permissible to doubt whether the statements of both Krishnaji
Anant Sabhasad" and Malhar Ramrao Chitnis, about Shahaji
claiming to be a Rajput of the Sisode clan, or about Jayasing Mirza
Raja of Jeypore acknowledging Shivaji as a Kshatriya and dining
with him before the installation, deserve to be trusted/* That at
a later time the Satara Rajas," the Sindia" and the Nagpur
Bhonsles and Ghorpades and others claim to be Kshatriyas is a matter
clans (See Grant Duff. Vol. I, p. 27) and that they were the only family
which had not permitted a daughter of theirs to marry into the family of
the great Moghul (See, Elphinstone's India, by Coweli, pp. 480-506-7, and
compare V. J. Vistara Vol. DC p. 20. Bernier's Travels p. 126 n., Dowson's
Elliott VoL VII, pp. 195-6.
"V. J. Vistara, Vol XHI, p. 202, See the history of the Chitnis family
(K.PJ.S.) pp. 6.8 and Kayastha Prabhunchi Bakhar pp. 10-1. According to a
writer in the Jnana Prakash news-paper of Poona, Gagabhatta used the argu-
ment from expediency to reconcile the people to what was being done No
authority is quoted for this version of the affair.
"See V. J. Vistara VoL XIII. p. 203.
"Rajaram's is mentioned by M. R. Chitnis, V. J. Vistara, Vol. XOT, p.
248. (Sambhaji's thread ceremony appears to have taken place at a much earlier
ajje than ShivajiV, apparently it was celebrated as a prehnunary to his installa-
tion as Yuvaraja or heir apparent)
*re.g. See Chitais's Life of Rajaram II p. 2, Life of Shahu, p. l£
MSabhasad*s Life pp. 28, 38, See V. J. Vistara Vol. IX, p. 30; VoL X, pp.
44, 119; Vol. Xm, p. 202, where Shivaji claims that other members of his
family are reigning in Cutch and Nepal.
**See too Chitnis's Shahu pp. 9. 61; and Rajaram n, p. 2. in Forbes's
Oriental Memoirs we are told that the Marathas, are accounted among the
lower tribes of the Hindus, Vol. I, p. 459. VoL II, p, 61; and compare
Dowson's Elliott, VoL VIII, p. 209.
*See Marathi Samrajya Bakhar p. 116; and the references already given;
compare also Scott's Deccan, VoL I, p. 32; VoL II, p. 4; Forbes's Selections
nSee Bhau Saheb's Bakhar, p. 68.

